Measuring spiritual care with informatics.
Nursing is at a critical juncture in creating data repositories that support nursing research and theory development, as health systems adopt and design electronic health records. This article discusses how informatics theory can be used to guide designing nursing documentation screens and analyzing the resulting data sets, while highlighting methods to maximize reliability and validity and to address measurement issues. Examples will be applied to spiritual care, a required dimension of care. These examples present methods to capture and study "soft" areas of nursing that have not traditionally been documented or measured.